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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C. 20555

JUN 8 1989

Sockat No. 50-320

Yr. Gala Hovey
Vice Presidant and

Siracsor of T™i-2
Metroconlizan Sdison Comgany
2.0. So0x 330
Midglas0an. FA 17997

Cear Mr. Hovey:

SUBJECT: 5DS - Procassing Stratagy Plan

a2 220r2c13%2 racefpt of your letter LL2-21.7C3 4ased May 2, 125! cantaining
the orazassing stratejy glan fcr operations of th2 tambined SIS - Z2I70R-I!
systems-that yeu-gign to Use fSr cleanuprcfrrenctse byutldfng sumg-watar,

AS yCU <ncw, we 3r2 curraatiy reviawning ail of a2 infcrmation sroviZad in
sudcors of Met-23';5 zrosasal far pracessing she water in the containment
Suiiding.  N3T asticn on your oropesat will e taven in future corrascendance.
aowavar, we peliev2 it i3 yszful <0 coemmunicite some 37 cur vi2ws nlw 21 your
Hay 3 leztar,

w2 Seliave that the ftaxt 9f your larcter adaguataly describes t=e slanned
oderating pniloscpny ana we agree with the three casic d3jectives that you

are attampsing s satisfy in using inorjanic ion exchanga mat2rial in the four
SOS ion exchange stag2s. Howevaer, Attachments 1 and 2 appear %to be cver-
simpifrications with regard 2o disposal modes and change out critaria since
they incdicat2 the same information for all four s3agas. As 3 resulf they €o
not appear to te consisiant with the ciscussion in the taxt. Accordingly,

w2 nc2 3215w cur uncaritanding 2F thes2 araas.

S3S Tiners 1 through S wiil a1l be lcadaZ with assentiaily tha same hemogenecys
aix 9f fnorzanic {6n exchange materfals. tcur 3%at2d scizactive of minimizing
the t0%3) vslume f szent nigh scecific acsivity fon exchinge mazarfal s,

fa suyr view, clearly dasiradla and apcrosriate. However, this mus:t te zalanced
azafnst the w0 Cimpeting considerations of maximum assuranc2 o€ no breakthrousgh
Sevond th2 serias of four zeclicze vassels and ninimizaction of vess2ai naacling
32205 2nd connestions. We beliave tnat such 2 balance can be struct Sy
maximizing the loadinzs on the first two z220li%e 3t3gss and minimizing the
Toacdings in third and Fourth s%ages so tnat the iatzter units op2raia essaatiaily
as colisnhing uniss. Jn this b2sis we 2lieve tha: zne lin2r <hangs out crizeria
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in Attachment 2 should logically e far lower for units 3 and 3 than units |
and 2. rather than %he same as proposed in your lettar. in fact we feel that
with appropriate administrative controls, the faw third and fourth stage units
that will be removed from the processing operation should te suitabie for
2isposal 3t an arid shallow lard 4fsposal site in 2 szazilized form (or in a
suizable high intesrity containar) with appropriate intrudar Sarriars, in »ne
eyant that the radionuclide icadings are iimitad %9 isvzls less .nan <lass €
low laval wastes 23s listzd in She classification tasle of 4rafs 19 CFA &1
which #ii1l Be transmitsad *to you separatelv. If the 2rd and 2th units
contiin 1255 than 1060 &i cesium, and 122 Ti strontium these linar will

in 311 1i%2lincod na: bz utiiized in DCE's reszarch davelcpment 2nc testing
program as outlined in their Jjure 3, 1231 iazter %0 me.

The mae:fng cn May 21, 1281 wizh the Tachnicai Advwisery Group {TAG; and SALL
perscnnal gnterning the s=lizcticn ¢f fon exlnangs madia 7or 328 procsssing was
informacive and raassuring concaraing the 35iiity o reccnczntrats tha Fis3ica
prcdu" acs 111./ in the reactor tuilding sump water an incr3anic media and

at the same tim2, limit tha vclume of high spacific ac 1112/ w23%285. de

und=rs and thas GRNL will be csmpleting i%s t=3ts on 2=0litss using <ol
simulatad sumo wazar in the near future and thaz :esed 0n that WwOrk, 2 seiectian
of tne mixture of zeolites most aperopriate for tnis cleanup will 52 forznceming

from <he TAC.

At our masting ¢

e 7 ssad its ccnfidence thas the operatitns ¢f sum
water flaaﬂao shculd

S
10 oreoceed with compiete 2assuranca of oressc
nublic tased uscn the resui®s of tne cold la
tests 3t ORNL ancd the subanuen: studiss and dralyses of approtriata a0l
miztures for affacsive casium and strontium removal. We are oleassd sc'r
this strong assurance and ook forward to i2arning of the specific result
from the TAG 2s soon as practizacie after completicn of their esforss.

e ab
the healih and safety of &

There are apparently sufficient diffarences between the sump and ACS wa‘a's.
such 25 radionuclide contents, system varfablas, 2tc., that a scmewhat diffars
Zeolite mixture and/or operating procedures shouid be considared and nvalua ed
prior t0 RC3 water cl2anuc. We lcok forward %o hearing from the TAG its
recommendations for RCS watar precessing in the near future so that RCS
cleanup cperasions cin be acproached with the zame high dagree ¢f assurancs
that tne TAG has expressaed about sump waser cleinup.

n.

Sinceraly,

7
-
3ernara J. Snyder, drgcrim Zirectior
™I Drogram 07¢4ce
0ffice of Nuclaar 3sacior Fezuiation
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